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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

Atcham  R.D. 

fW.  H.  Purslow,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector. 

D.  H.  Corfield,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

R.  W.  Garrood,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

*Leslie  Allen,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

f*K.  C.  T.  Jacks,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Clun  R.D. 

j*H.  Bramwell,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector. 

*D.  H.  Young,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

Wenlock,  M.B. 

C.  J.  Thomas,  Cert.  R.S.I. 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

(Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry) 
Bacteriologist  :  Dr.  C.  A.  JONES 
Public  Health  Laboratory 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury 
Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury  4389 


fMeat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 

*Also  holds  the  post  of  Surveyor  or  Assistant  Surveyor. 
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South  West  Salop  United  Districts 

PONTESBURY, 

1st  July,  1952. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  your  districts  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1951. 

The  population  of  the  districts  is  estimated  at  49,820  and  the 
total  births  in  the  year  numbered  838  (B.R.=16.8)  and  the  deaths 
numbered  717  (D.R.  =  14.3). 

No  outstanding  cause  of  sickness  or  of  death  falls  to  be  reported 
on.  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low  and  there  were 
few  deaths  from  such  diseases.  The  number  of  notifications  of 
new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  31,  which  is  much  lower  than  in 
previous  years,  and  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  was  also  low. 
(D.R.  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis=0.160  per  1,000  of  the 
population). 

With  regard  to  the  causes  of  death,  one  of  the  most  striking 
features  of  the  last  fifty  years  or  so  has  been  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  increase  in 
deaths  from  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases,  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
and  Thrombosis  and  Cancer.  These  three  conditions  accounted 
for  63%  of  all  the  deaths  in  the  districts  during  the  year.  Deaths 
from  Cancer  numbered  100 — an  increase  of  21  over  the  number 
in  1950. 

A  total  of  118  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  283  Council  Houses  were  in  course  of 
construction.  Although  the  number  of  the  applications  for  houses 
remains  high  in  all  districts,  there  is  no  doubt  that  progress  is  being 
made  by  all  the  Councils  in  building  new  houses,  although  it  may  be 
some  time  before  the  housing  problem  is  finally  solved. 

The  problem  of  the  care  of  the  aged  has  become  a  more  urgent 
one  as  the  number  of  persons  reaching  advanced  ages  has  increased 
greatly  during  the  last  fifty  years.  The  average  expectation  of  life 
is  now  68  years  as  against  50  years  at  the  beginning  of  the  century. 
In  this  connection  some  Councils  have  built  bungalows  for  older 
people  so  that  they  may  be  suitably  housed. 

James  L.  Gregory, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  are  some  general  statistics  : — 


Atcham  R.D. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

population — mid  1951 

21,320 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

134,465 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

5,884 

Rateable  Value  of  District  .. 

£ 75,535 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ... 

£311 

Bishop’s  Castle 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

M.B. 

population — mid  1951 

1,271 

Area  (in  acres) 

1,867 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

417 

Rateable  Value  ,.r 

£6,197 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ... 

£24 

Church  Stretton 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

U.D. 

population — mid  1951 

2,604 

Area  (in  acres) 

6,085 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

799 

Rateable  Value  . 

£22,483 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ... 

£91 

Clun  R.D. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

population — mid  1951 

9,735 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

132,512 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

2,990 

Rateable  Value 

£24,448 

Product  of  Id.  Rate . 

£98 

Wenlock  M.B. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

population — mid  1951 

14,890 

Area  (in  acres) 

22,657 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

4,367 

Rateable  Value  . 

... 

£48,678 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ... 

£198 

South  West  Salop 

Area  of  the  districts  (in  acres) 

297,586 

United  Districts 

Total  estimated  population  . . 

.  .  . 

49,820 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

14,457 

Rateable  Value 

£177,341 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ... 

£722 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  ... 

Total 
...  368 

20 

M. 

191 

13 

F. 

177 

7 

Totals 

...  388 

204 

184 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

19.1. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

9 

6 

3 

Totals 

9 

6 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  22.6 

Deaths  .  271 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  =  11.8. 

145 

126 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

deaths  total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil  — 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil  — 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 


(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ...  .  8  21.6 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  8  20.6 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  47 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  — 

„  ,,  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary  .  5 

Non -pulmonary  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Acute  Poliomyelitis . 
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BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

19 

9 

10 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Totals  . 

21 

11 

10 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

Still  Births — Legitimate . 

21.4 

1 

1 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  = 

Deaths  . 

=  45.0 

21 

13 

8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  10.1 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil  — 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil  — 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ...  ...  ...  1  52 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births  ...  ...  —  — 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  1  47 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  . .  3 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ...  ...  ...  — 

„  ,,  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary  .  — 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Acute  Poliomyelitis .  — 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M.  F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

26 

10  16 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

—  1 

Totals 

27 

10  17 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  11.8 

Still  Births — Legitimate . 

Nil 

-  - 

Illegitimate  ... 

Nil 

-  - 

Totals 

Nil 

- —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  Nil 

Deaths  .  . 

43 

27  16 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  10.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

Nil 

- — 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

deaths 

live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ... 

Nil 

— 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

Illegitimate  births 

Nil 

— 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Nil 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

.  6 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

.  . 

— 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

.  ...  - 

„  „  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary 

— 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

,,  ,,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

i 
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CL  UN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate . 

144 

77 

67 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

2 

4 

Totals 

150 

79 

71 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

18.7 

Still  Births — Legitimate . 

6 

4 

2 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

4 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  =  38.4 

Deaths  .  161  82  79 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  13.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  total  births 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil  — 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 


(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

legitimate  births  ... 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live 

illegitimate  births  . 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births 


No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths  live  births 

3  20 

1  166 

4  26 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  17 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

,,  Tuberculosis  :  Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  1 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis .  — 
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BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

...  242 

124 

118 

Illegitimate  ... 

10 

5 

5 

Totals 

...  252 

129 

123 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  = 

16.8 

Still  Births — Legitimate . 

11 

5 

6 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

5 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

=  41.0 

Deaths  ...  . 

...  221 

128 

93 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

=  13.7 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

deaths 

total  births 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

Nil 

(b)  From  other  puerperal  causes 

Nil 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

deaths 

live  births 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

live 

legitimate  births  ... 

16 

66 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

live 

illegitimate  births 

— 

— 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  16 

63 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

27 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

— 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

,,  ,,  Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary 

1 

Non-pulmonary 
Acute  Poliomyelitis . 
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SECTION  A. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Generally  speaking  the  conditions  in  the  districts  have  not 
changed  since  the  previous  year.  There  is  still  very  little  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  the  chief  problem  is  the  shortage  of  houses  which  is  still 
acute  in  all  areas. 

The  Census  of  the  population  was  taken  in  March,  1951,  and  from 
the  figures  it  is  seen  that  the  population  of  the  five  districts  increased 
by  1,854  from  the  number  in  1931. 

Clun  R.D.and  Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  show  a  decrease  in  popula¬ 
tion,  while  Atcham  R.D.,  Wenlock  M.B.,  and  Church  Stretton  U.D. 
show  an  increase.  The  Census  figures  were  given  in  the  Report 
for  1950.  The  total  population  is  now  50,002. 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  figures  given  in  the  tables  are  the  Registrar-General’s 
estimates  of  the  populations  at  mid-1951.  The  total  estimated 
population  of  the  five  Districts  is  49,820,  as  compared  with  the 
Census  figure  of  50,002.  The  chief  increase  in  the  last  20  years 
has  been  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in 
population  in  the  Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle  and  in  the  Clun  R.D. 

Births 

A  total  of  838  births  were  registered,  which  is  109  fewer  than 
in  1950.  The  Birth  Rate  was  16.8.  In  1950  it  was  19.3  The  B.R. 
for  England  and  Wales  was  15.5.  There  were  39  illegitimate  births 
compared  with  60  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  5%  of  the  total 
births  which  is  the  average  number. 

Still  Births 

There  were  27  still-births,  giving  a  rate  of  31.2  per  1,000  total 
births.  The  total  of  Still-births  plus  Infant  Deaths  under  1  year 
is  greater  than  in  1950.  The  numbers  in  the  districts  were  :  Atcham 
9,  Bishop’s  Castle  1,  Church  Stretton  nil,  Wenlock  Borough  11, 
Clun  6. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of  one  year 
was  29,  which  number  is  seven  more  than  in  1950.  The  Infant 
Death  rate  is  34.6.  This  rate  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the 
whole  country.  The  following  are  the  deaths  and  death-rates  for 
each  district  : — • 
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District 

Infant  Deaths 

I.M.R. 

Atcham 

.  8 

20.6 

Bishop’s  Castle 

.  1 

47.0 

Church  Stretton 

.  0 

Nil 

Clun 

.  4 

26.6 

Wen  lock 

.  16 

63.4 

The  distribution  of  these  infant  deaths  according  to  age-groups 
was  as  follows  : — 

Under  1-4 

1  week  weeks 

1-3  3-6  6-9  9-12 

months 

Total 

10  4 

5  5  4  1 

29 

Fourteen  of  the  deaths  took  place  under  the  age  of  one  month 
and  this  gives  a  Neo-natal  death-rate  of  16.7  per  1,000  live  births. 

Puerperal  Deaths 

There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  associated  with  child-birth. 
The  puerperal  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.78  per  1,000 
total  births  (live  and  still). 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates 

The  total  deaths  registered  numbered  717  and  the  crude  death- 
rate  was  14.3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  following  are  the  deaths  and  death-rates  for  each  District, 
together  with  the  corrected  death-rates  : — 


Number  of  Crude 

Compar¬ 

Corrected 

District 

Population 

Deaths 

D.R. 

ability 

factor 

D.R. 

Atcham  R.D. 

21,320 

271 

14.3 

0.93 

11.8 

Bishop’s  Castle 

1,271 

21 

16.4 

0.65 

10.1 

Church  Stretton  . . . 

2,604 

43 

16.5 

0.65 

10.7 

Clun  R.D.  ... 

9,635 

161 

16.7 

0.81 

13.5 

WenlockM.B. 

14,890 

221 

14.8 

'  0.93 

13.7 

The  Death-rate  for  England  and 
thousand  of  the  population. 

Wales  for 

1951  was 

12.5  per 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Staff 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  officials  in  the  Health 
Department  will  be  found  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report.  There 
have  been  no  changes  during  the  year.  At  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church 
Stretton  and  Clun  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Surveyor  to  the 
Council.  In  the  Atcham  R.D.  and  the  Wenlock  Borough  the 
Inspectors  are  whole  time. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury,  and  all  bacteriological  work  is  done  there.  Chemical 
examinations  of  water  and  of  sewage  effluents  are  carried  out  at  the 
Laboratory,  Chester. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  ambulances  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council 
and  the  main  ambulance  station  is  at  Cross  Houses,  near  Shrewsbury. 
Ambulances  are  also  stationed  at  Much  Wenlock  and  at  Bishop’s 
Castle.  As  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  Report  there  is  no  ambulance 
at  Madeley  or  Ironbridge,  which  are  the  most  populated  parts  of 
the  Borough  of  Wenlock.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  removed 
by  ambulance  to  the  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

Hospitals 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  hospitals  which  serve  the  area, 
particulars  of  which  have  been  given  in  previous  Reports.  The 
chief  difficulty  which  arises  is  to  get  beds  for  the  older  people  who 
require  hospital  treatment  but  are  more  or  less  chronic  cases. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurses,  Midwives  and 
Health  Visitors,  and  particulars  of  these  services  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Home  Help  Service 

Particulars  of  the  working  of  this  service  in  the  different  dis¬ 
tricts  were  given  in  last  year’s  Report.  Centres  for  the  supply  of 
Home  Helps  are  at  Church  Stretton  and  at  Bishop’s  Castle.  Although 
the  families  helped  by  the  service  are  expected  to  pay  according 
to  their  ability  to  do  so,  it  has  been  found  that  the  cost  of  the  scheme 
throughout  the  County  is  considerable  and  the  County  Council  are 
not  extending  the  service  at  present.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
in  present  circumstances,  there  is  a  great  need  for  this  service  as 
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the  difficulty  of  obtaining  domestic  help  is  acute  and  old  people  are 
often  left  without  help  of  any  kind  in  their  homes.  The  result  of 
this  state  of  affairs  is  that  admission  to  a  hospital  or  institution 
has  to  be  sought,  and  thus  the  demand  for  beds  is  greater  than  can 
be  satisfied. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  three  combined  Clinics  (Ante-Natal,  School,  and 
Infant  Welfare),  and  these  are  at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton 
and  Ironbridge.  It  is  hoped  that  a  clinic  will  soon  be  provided  at 
Much  Wenlock  if  suitable  premises  can  be  obtained.  There  is 
also  a  need  for  Clinics  at  Madeley  and  at  Pontesbury.  At  Broseley 
there  is  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  The  County  Council  are  at 
present  looking  for  a  site  for  a  new  Clinic  at  Ironbridge.  Particulars 
of  the  attendances  at  the  various  Clinics  will  be  found  in  the  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  following  are  the  days  at  which  the  Clinics  are  open  : — 
Bishop’s  Castle  ...  First  and  third  Fridays 
Church  Stretton  ...  First  and  third  Thursdays 
Ironbridge  ...  Friday  afternoons — weekly 

Broseley  ...  ...  Thursday  afternoons — fortnightly 


At  Madeley  the  Council  have  sold  a  site  for  a  Clinic  to  the 
County  Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  building  will  not  be  long 
delayed.  Infants  from  the  Atcham  R.D.  can  be  taken  to  the  Welfare 
Centre  at  Shrewsbury,  but  this  often  entails  a  long  journey.  Gener¬ 
ally  speaking  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  should  not  be  too  far  from 
the  homes  of  those  who  have  to  use  it  as  mothers  cannot  spend  too 
much  time  in  travelling  to  and  from  it. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following  times  : — 
Males  ...  ...  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  6-8  p.m. 

Females...  ...  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury 
3068).  Cases  are  usually  referred  to  the  Chest  Physicians  by  their 
own  doctors. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Children  can  be  immunised  at  Schools,  W’elfare  Centres  and 
Clinics,  or  by  their  own  family  doctors  in  their  own  homes.  Appli¬ 
cations  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  College  Hill  . 
Shrewsbury,  or  at  the  various  Clinics  or  SchooF , 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  matters  concerned  with 
environmental  hygiene  such  as — water  supplies,  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing,  rodent  control,  and  the  inspection 
of  factories  and  workshops,  etc.,  etc. 

In  order  to  facilitate  reference  to  these  matters  each  district 
is  dealt  with  by  itself  in  the  following  pages  and  in  alphabetical 
order.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Surveyors 
for  most  of  the  facts  and  figures  in  this  section  and  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  thanking  them  for  supplying  these. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

The  Engineer  reports  that  no  shortage  of  water  from  the  Council’s 
two  main  supplies  was  experienced  during  the  year.  The  rest 
water  levels  in  the  bore-holes  remained  reasonably  constant  during 
the  year. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  properties  served  by 


these  two  supplies  : — 

Properties  Changes  in 
served  numbers 

Domestic  connections  ...  ...  1,272  +  305 

Keys  for  stand-pipes  ...  ...  696  —  4 

Metered  supplies  ...  ...  ...  434  -f  29 


Purity  of  Supplies 

Samples  of  both  supplies  are  taken  monthly  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  In  addition  to  these  a  large 
number  of  samples  were  taken  on  the  West  Atcham  mains  while 
extensions  were  being  carried  out. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  all  the  samples  reported  on 


during  the  year  : — 

• 

Non- 

Source 

Total 

Satisfactory 

satisfactorv 

West  Atcham 

62 

55 

7* 

Pimhill 

12 

12 

— 

Private 

73 

31 

42 

*  These  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from  hydrants 
while  main  extensions  were  taking  place. 


The  extension  to  the  West  Atcham  and  Pimhill  supplies  have 
now  been  completed  although  the  sections  laid  latterly  have  not 
all  been  sterilized.  This  work  is  now  proceeding  as  quickly  as  the 


available  labour  will  allow.  The  Council  have  now  a  total  of  120 
miles  of  water  mains  within  the  district. 

The  Council  is  now  undertaking  the  laying  of  service  pipes 
from  main  to  stop  tap,  including  the  installation  of  meters  and 
meter  chambers  where  required.  The  water-main  at  Buildwas  is 
now  complete,  the  water  being  obtained  from  the  East  Shropshire 
Water  Board’s  supply  at  Beckbury.  This  main  will  form  part  of 
the  East  Atcham  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Future  Plans 

East  Atcham  Water  Supply  Scheme 

The  Council  have  now  acquired  the  bore-hole  and  plant  at 
Uckington  on  the  Atcham  Aerodrome  and  this  is  to  be  extended 
to  serve  the  East  Atcham  Area.  The  Ministry  approved  a  tender 
for  the  sinking  and  testing  of  a  new  24  inch  diameter  bore-hole 
near  the  existing  one,  but  so  far  no  starting  date  for  the  work 
has  been  given. 

The  scheme  for  water  supply  to  the  East  Atcham  Area  as  a  whole, 
extending  from  Astley  in  the  north,  Buildwas  in  the  east,  Stapleton 
and  Emstrey  in  the  west,  and  Cardington,  Hughley  and  Leebotwood 
in  the  south,  cannot  proceed  until  the  new  bore-hole  at  Uckington 
has  been  sunk  and  proved  to  yield  the  necessary  half-million  gallons 
in  the  24  hours.  A  limited  amount  of  work  has  however  been 
done  in  ascertaining  the  water  requirements  of  the  area  and  the 
size  of  the  mains  required.  Plans  have  been  sent  to  all  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Councillors  and  to  the  Parish  Councils  showing  the  proposed 
routes  of  the  mains.  A  200,000  gallon  reinforced  concrete  reservoir 
has  been  designed  to  form  a  basis  for  the  five  reservoirs  required 
for  this  scheme. 

A  starting  date  is  awaited  from  the  Ministry  to  commence 
the  laying  of  about  miles  of  water  main  at  Emstrey.  This  will 
form  a  further  portion  of  the  East  Atcham  Scheme  and  will  be 
fed  from  the  Shrewsbury  Borough  supply  until  such  time  as  the 
main  scheme  is  in  operation. 

Water  Supplies  to  Housing  Sites 

Small  main  extensions  to  the  West  Atcham  Supply  have  been 
laid  at  Cruckton  and  Condover  Housing  Sites  to  serve  new  houses 
at  present  under  construction.  The  water  mains  on  the  housing 
sites  at  Buildwas  and  Atcham  have  been  completed,  the  latter 
being  supplied  from  a  bore-hole  and  pump  on  the  site  which  now 
also  serves  a  number  of  houses  in  Atcham  Village.  Cross  Houses 
water  main  is  also  completed,  water  being  supplied  from  the  Hos¬ 
pital. 

A  local  water  main  scheme  for  Wallop  has  been  prepared  to 
provide  a  supply  for  the  new  Council  Houses  there,  together  with 
a  number  of  neighbouring  farms.  A  submersible  pump  has  been 
ordered,  and  the  scheme  should  be  in  operation  during  1952. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

« 

Village  Schemes 

Atcham 

A  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  village 
has  been  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  existing  Council  Housing 
Site  sewers  and  disposal  works.  The  Council  decided  not  to  proceed 
with  this,  but  private  work  in  the  village  is  being  undertaken  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  village  scheme. 

Bayston  Hill 

The  revised  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Bayston  Hill  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  in  August,  1951.  To  date  no  approval  of 
this  scheme  has  been  given. 

Bomere  Heath 

Work  has  just  commenced  on  the  preparation  of  a  sewerage 
and  disposal  scheme  in  this  village. 

Cressage 

Whilst  a  sewerage  scheme  for  this  village  has  been  prepared 
the  Ministry  have  refused  to  approve  of  it  on  the  grounds  that 
there  is  no  village  water  supply.  As  there  is  no  sufficient  source 
of  water  near  the  village  no  further  progress  can  be  made  on  the 
sewerage  scheme  until  the  East  Atcham  Water  Scheme  is  com¬ 
pleted. 

Hanwood 

A  scheme  for  this  village  is  now  being  prepared. 

Minsterley 

The  scheme  for  Minsterley  has  nowr  been  prepared  but  apparatus 
for  measurement  of  the  flow  of  effluent  from  the  two  factories  in 
the  village  is  being  awaited.  The  works  cannot  be  designed  until 
the  total  amount  of  these  effluents  is  known.  The  treatment  of 
these  wastes  will  necessitate  the  most  careful  consideration  as 
the  effluents  are  variable  from  season  to  season  and  the  total  to 
be  treated  from  these  sources  will  exceed  the  total  of  domestic 
sewage.  Damage  can  be  done  to  filter  beds  by  trade  effluents  in 
some  cases,  and  it  is  better  to  have  these  rendered  safe  before  they 
are  admitted  to  a  sewage  disposal  works. 


Sewage  Disposal  at  Housing  Sites 

Atcham 

The  sewers  on  this  site  are  now  completed.  The  disposal  works 
will  be  in  operation  as  soon  as  electricity  is  available  for  the  pump 
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Bomere  Heath 

A  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  works  to  meet  the 
needs  of  14  proposed  new  Council  Houses  is  at  present  under 
preparation. 

Buildwas 

The  disposal  works  to  serve  the  new  houses  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  Site  is  at  present  under  construction  and  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  June,  1952. 

Condover 

Work  will  soon  be  commenced  on  the  extensions  to  the  existing 
disposal  works  to  serve  the  new  houses  now  being  constructed. 

Cruckton 

The  work  of  duplicating  the  present  disposal  works  at  the 
Council’s  Housing  Site  is  almost  completed. 

Ford 

Work  connected  with  the  extension  of  the  present  disposal 
works  will  shortly  be  commenced. 


Small  disposal  works  have  been  completed  or  soon  will  be  for 
the  housing  sites  at  Wallop,  Longnor,  Pulverbatch  and  Church 
Preen. 


Refuse  Disposal 

There, has  been  no  change  in  the  system  of  collection  and  disposal 
of  refuse.  Collection  is  fortnightly  and  disposal  is  bv  means  of 
“  tipping  ”  at  various  parts  of  the  district.  Periodical  visits  to  the 
tips  are  paid  by  the  rodent  officer  in  order  to  control  the  rats. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  employ  one  full  time  official  to  carry  out  the  duties 
laid  upon  District  Councils  by  the  Pest  Act.  In  addition  to  dealing 
with  rats  on  the  Council’s  own  property  contracts  have  been  made 
with  private  firms  to  keep  down  the  rats  on  their  premises.  With 
regard  to  farms  it  is  the  duty  of  the  L.A.to  inspect  farm  premises, 
but  if  rat  infestation  is  found  this  must  be  notified  to  the  Agricultural 
Committee,  who  carry  out  the  necessary  treatment.  Rats  will  not 
come  in  any  number  to  places  where  there  is  no  food  for  them 
and  therefore  if  householders  and  others  trv  to  avoid  leaving  waste 
food  about  they  will  not  be  so  likely  to  suffer  from  rat  infestation. 
It  is  often  found  that  rats  will  come  where  hens  are  kept  as  there  is 
often  food  put  out  for  the  poultry.  Farms  also  are  a  breeding  place 
for  rats  as  crops  have  to  be  stored.  In  these  cases  attention  must  be 
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paid  to  rat  destruction  when  ricks  are  being  cleared  and  this  is 
especially  necessary  near  villages. 

Salvage  Collection 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  salvage  collection  organised 
as  the  price  of  paper  fell  and  the  collection  would  not  have  paid  for 
itself.  However,  collection  is  to  be  re-commenced  in  1952. 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Water  Supply 

Particulars  of  the  source  of  the  town’s  water  supply  and  of  the 
filtration  and  chlorination  plant  at  the  Cabin  above  the  town  have 
been  given  in  previous  reports. 

During  the  year  the  height  of  the  water  level  at  Maesgwyn 
was  raised  so  as  to  increase  the  flow  of  water  coming  to  the  Cabin 
Reservoir.  During  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September 
there  was  a  shortage  of  water  and  the  supply  had  to  be  cut  off  from 
9  p.m.  each  day  until  7-30  a.m.  in  the  morning.  In  the  latter  part 
of  February  there  was  a  fracture  of  the  supply  main,  and  this 
caused  a  temporary  stoppage. 

Twelve  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  at  the  Cabin  after  the 
water  had  been  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  the  bacteriological 
report  showed  that  the}'  were  all  satisfactory.  The  raw  water 
varies  in  its  degree  of  pollution  with  animal  water  and  is  most 
heavily  polluted  after  heavy  rain  following  a  dry  spell  of  weather. 
The  fact  that  the  gathering  ground  is  remote  from  human  habitation 
renders  it  unlikelv  that  the  water  would  be  polluted  from  human 
sources. 

Two  premises  were  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year. 

The  question  of  how  best  to  obtain  a  supplementary  supply  of 
water  which  could  be  used  when  needed  has  been  again  under 
consideration,  but  no  real  progress  can  be  reported.  The  Council 
have  decided  to  have  a  bore-hole  sunk  near  the  main  from  the  Cabin 
to  the  town  and  if  a  satisfactory  supply  is  obtained  this  could  be 
pumped  into  the  main  or  into  the  reservoir.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  will  prove  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem  as  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  in  a  really  dry  summer  the  town  would  suffer 
considerably  from  lack  of  water. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  no  new'  sewers  were  laid  during  the 
year,  but  two  houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  have  had  septic 
tanks  and  W.Cs.  installed  instead  of  earth  closets. 

No  sample  of  sewage  effluent  from  the  disposal  works  wras  taken 
this  vear,  but  the  works  have  functioned  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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The  effluent  is  diluted  by  the  amount  of  storm  water  which  gains 
access  to  the  sewers  so  that  only  a  weak  sewage  has  to  be  treated 
on  the  disposal  beds.  Normal  maintenance  of  the  works  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  is  a  weekly  collection  from  all  houses  each  Wednesday, 
and  this  is  carried  out  by  contract.  The  tip  at  the  Moat  will  be 
filled  up  in  about  eighteen  months.  No  salvage  was  collected 
during  the  year,  i.e.  waste  paper,  etc.,  as  it  was  not  considered 
that  this  would  be  an  economical  proposition. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  share  the  services  of  an  official  with  the  Clun 
R.D.C.  Contracts  are  made  with  owners  of  business  and  private 
buildings  and  as  regards  agricultural  property  in  the  town. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Water  Supply 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  1951  as  the  summer  and 
autumn  were  not  dry.  All  the  new  houses  built  during  the  year 
were  connected  to  the  mains.  There  are  now  a  total  of  676  houses 
out  of  799  in  the  District  connected  to  the  mains,  leaving  123  which 
obtain  water  from  wells  or  springs. 

The  extension  of  the  mains  to  Marshbrook  will  be  commenced 
in  the  Spring  of  1952,  and  by  this  a  supply  of  water  will  be  made 
available  to  some  of  the  houses  in  the  Ludlow  Rural  District. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that,  tests  on  the  bore-hole  in  Sandford 
Avenue  having  proved  satisfactory  during  August,  a  lease  on  the 
site  of  the  bore-hole  and  an  adjacent  building  has  been  entered 
upon  by  the  Council  and  work  will  shortly  commence  on  this  newr 
addition  to  the  supply  of  the  area.  It  will  be  used  to  augment  the 
supply  from  the  other  sources  should  these  prove  insufficient  in 
dry  seasons. 

Purity  of  Supply 

A  total  of  55  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year,  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Total 

Supply  Samples  Satisfactory  Non-satisfactory 


New  Pool  Hollow  ... 

13 

12 

1 

Town  Brook  Hollow 

12 

11 

1 

All  Stretton  ... 

30 

15 

15 

Totals 

55 

38 

17 

20 


The  one  unsatisfactory  sample  from  the  New  Pool  Hollow  source 
was  the  result  of  a  tempoarry  breakdown  in  the  chlorinating  plant, 
and  this  was  at  once  put  right.  At  All  Stretton  the  Council  took 
over  in  October  the  supervision  of  the  chlorination  which  is  now 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff.  Of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
only  three  (taken  on  one  day  in  November)  were  obtained  after 
the  Council  took  over  the  chlorination.  The  others,  twelve  in 
number,  were  taken  previously  to  this  date. 

The  new  source  of  supply  from  the  borehole  at  Sandford  Avenue 
should  prove  of  great  value  in  the  event  of  a  drought  being  exper¬ 
ienced  at  any  time  in  the  future.  Supplies  which  come  from  the 
Longmynd  Hills  have  been  proved  to  show  great  variation  if 
there  is  a  dry  season. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  new  houses  built  during  the  year  were  connected  to  the 
sewerage  system.  The  sewer  enlargement  in  the  Narrows  area  was 
completed  in  the  summer  and  has  proved  a  success. 

The  possibility  of  connecting  47  out  of  the  68  premises  at  Little 
Stretton  to  the  main  sewerage  system  is  under  consideration  and 
has  been  referred  to  the  Council’s  Engineer,  and  the  question  of 
modernising  the  whole  disposal  scheme  of  the  area  and  the  disposal 
plant  at  Little  Stretton  is  also  being  gone  into  by  Mr.  Waters. 

At  All  Stretton  there  has  been  no  progress  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  a  sewage  dispoasl  scheme  for  the  area.  This  matter 
has  been  under  consideration  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  referred 
to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  in  1944.  The  delay  has  been 
in  great  part  due  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  agreement  as  to  a 
site  for  the  disposal  works.  Under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country  it  would  seem  unlikely  that  permission  to  proceed  with 
the  scheme  is  likely  to  be  obtained  for  a  further  period  of  years, 
and  the  Council  might  well  consider  that  it  would  be  best  to  seek 
permission  to  provide  a  small  disposal  scheme  for  the  eight  houses 
which  they  have  planned  to  build,  but  which  have  been  held  up 
for  so  long.  It  is  probable  that  such  a  small  scheme  for  the  new 
houses  only  would  receive  approval  of  the  Ministry  concerned,  and 
it  might  be  planned  in  such  a  way  as  to  fit  in  with  the  major  scheme 
for  the  whole  village  when  it  becomes  possible  to  proceed  with  the 
latter. 


Analysis  of  Sewage  Effluents 

No  sample  of  the  effluent  from  the  disposal  works  at  Little 
Stretton  was  examined  during  the  year.  A  sample  taken  in  August, 
1950,  was  satisfactory,  as  were  also  samples  taken  from  the  brook 
into  which  the  effluent  discharges,  (c.f.  Annual  Report  1950, 
page  23). 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  collection  from  the  whole  area  is  maintained  as 
before.  One  vehicle  and  two  men  are  engaged  in  this  work.  The 
tip  is  in  fairly  good  order,  but  there  is  still  far  too  much  paper 
put  into  the  bins  and  this  results  in  a  quantity  of  paper  being  blown 
about  on  the  tip.  Rats  are  kept  down  by  the  Council’s  employee,, 
whose  time  is  divided  between  this  district  and  the  Ludlow  R.D. 


Salvage 

Collection  of  waste  paper  has  been  resumed  and  the  amount 
collected  is  satisfactory.  A  special  trailer  is  attached  to  the  refuse 
lorry  for  this  purpose  and  the  two  men  employed  work  one  hour 
overtime  per  day  to  carry  out  this  extra  work  so  that  it  does  not 
interfere  with  the  refuse  collection. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Council  have  arranged  with  the  Ludlow  R.D.C.  for  the  use 
of  their  rodent  officer  for  one  week  in  six.  This  arrangement  has 
worked  well  during  the  year. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

The  summer  and  autumn  of  1951  were  not  very  dry  and  there 
was  no  shortage  of  water  to  any  serious  extent  at  any  of  the  Council’s 
supplies.  The  new  supply  at  Clungunford  came  into  use  in  March, 
1951,  and  takes  the  place  of  the  private  supply  which  formerly 
supplied  the  village.  The  new  supply  is  also  extended  to  Broome 
and  Aston-on-Clun,  and  as  far  as  Hopesay  School.  At  Bucknell 
there  has  been  difficulty  in  keeping  the  reservoir  full  enough  and  a 
new  bore  has  been  sunk  there  which  will  give  a  supplementary 
supply  in  times  of  dry  weather.  At  Rorrington  also  the  supply 
will  be  augmented  from  a  bore  sunk  near  Marton. 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  a  number  of  village  supplies 
in  the  district,  and  these  are  reasonably  pure,  although  no  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  water  is  carried  out  in  any  case.  After  heavy  floods 
following  dry  weather  there  is  usually  some  pollution  of  these 
supplies  by  surface  organic  matter.  Samples  from  the  larger 
supplies  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  every 
quarter  or  more  often  if  thought  to  be  necessary. 
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Reports  on  Water  Samples,  1951 

Source 

Report 

Number 

on  Samples 
Number 

— ' 

Satisfactory 

Non-Satisfactorv 

Total 

Bucknell 

5 

3 

8 

Clungunford 

7 

— 

7 

Chirbury 

4 

1 

5 

Clun 

5 

1 

6 

Knighton 

2 

3 

5 

Lvdham 

2 

2 

4 

Marton  ... 

.  .  .  .  - 

4 

4 

Newcastle 

4 

— 

4 

Clunton 

3 

1 

4 

Kempton 

3 

— 

3 

W  orthen 

3 

— . 

3 

More 

3 

1 

4 

Scott  Level 

3 

— 

3 

Lvdbury  North 

2 

2 

4 

Totals  .. 

46 

18 

64 

Further  samples  amounting  to  97  in  all  were  reported  on, 
making  a  total  of  161.  Many  of  these  were  from  private  supplies 
or  from  proposed  new  sources  of  supply. 


New  Water  Supply  Schemes 

At  present  the  Council  have  three  schemes  which  are  awaiting 
the  approval  of  the  Ministry  : 

I.  Chirbury,  Marton,  Rorrington,  Priest  Weston,  etc. 

II.  Norbury,  Wentnor,  Linley  and  More. 

III.  Edgton. 

At  Snailbeach  no  further  progress  can  be  reported  as  regards  the 
provision  of  a  supply  for  the  existing  houses  and  the  proposed  new 
village.  It  appears  doubtful  as  to  whether  a  safe  and  adequate 
supply  can  be  got  from  the  numerous  springs  or  other  sources  in 
the  vicinity.  There  is  a  possibility  that  the  water  from  some  of 
the  suggested  sources  may  be  contaminated  with  metals  of  a 
dangerous  kind,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  health  statistics  to 
suggest  that  there  is  any  evidence  of  sickness  or  mortality  from  lead 
or  other  form  of  poisoning  through  the  existing  supplies.  The 
Council  have  approached  the  Atcham  R.D.C.  with  a  view  to  getting 
a  supply  of  water  from  the  West  Atcham  Supply,  but  the  Atcham 
Council  did  not  think  this  would  be  feasible  as  they  were  carrying 
out  considerable  extensions  in  their  own  district,  which  would  lead 
to  a  greatly  increased  demand.  However,  it  may  yet  be  found 
possible  to  use  this  supply  which  is  a  very  pure  one,  although  the 
water  is  hard,  and  it  is  within  a  short  distance  of  the  proposed 
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new  village,  as  it  comes  to  Plox  Green  on  the  main  Minsterley- 
Bishop’s  Castle  road.  A  source  at  Mytton’s  Dingle  is  also  being 
investigated,  and  so  far  the  results  of  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  have  been  satisfactory.  No  complete 
test  of  the  yield  of  this  source  of  supply  has  so  far  been  made  and 
this  will,  of  course,  have  to  be  carried  out  if  an  adequate  supply 
is  to  be  assured. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

There  are  no  sewage  disposal  works  of  any  size  in  the  area  but 
only  small  plants  for  groups  of  Council  Houses.  Schemes  are  required 
for  some  of  the  larger  villages,  e.g.,  Clun,  Worthen  and  Brockton. 
At  Clun  the  Council  have  had  a  scheme  prepared,  but  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  at  Worthen.  The  cost  of  sewerage  schemes  has 
reached  such  a  figure  that  they  are  almost  prohibitive  in  rural 
areas.  Provided  no  nuisance  arises  and  that  water  supplies  are 
safeguarded  the  health  of  a  rural  area  is  not  usually  adversely 
affected  by  the  lack  of  sewage  disposal  works,  however  necessary 
these  may  be  for  towns. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  is  no  general  scheme  of  collection  in  the  District,  but  local 
schemes  are  in  existence  at  Clun,  Lydbury  North  and  in  Stowe 
Parish.  These  are  carried  out  by  contract.  A  collection  is  needed 
at  Worthen  also.  The  difficulty  of  having  a  general  collection  in 
such  a  scattered  rural  area  as  Clun  R.D.  is  of  course  the  long  dis¬ 
tances  to  be  covered  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  sites 
for  “  tipping.”  It  is  probably  best  to  commence  by  having  schemes 
for  the  larger  villages  where  there  is  most  demand.  Later  on  more 
comprehensive  schemes  could  be  embarked  on. 

A  “  tip  ”  has  now  been  made  available  at  Chirburv  and  a  col¬ 
lection  has  been  commenced  at  Hopesav. 

Pest  Control 

There  is  no  change  to  report  as  regards  the  Council’s  arrange¬ 
ments  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  Two 
men  are  employed  and  work  five  weeks  for  the  R.D.C.  and  one  for 
the  Bishop’s  Castle  Borough.  Contracts  are  made  with  business 
premises  and  farms  which  are  near  the  villages.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  control  of  rats,  etc.,  would  be  best  if  it  were  the 
responsibility  of  one  authority  and  not  divided  as  at  present 
between  the  local  authority  and  the  County  Agricultural  Committee 
who  are  still  the  authority  concerned  with  the  control  at  farms. 

Salvage  Collection 

There  has  been  no  collection  of  waste  paper  or  other  salvage 
during  the  year.  The  demand  for  paper  has.  fallen  off  and  the  price 
now  is  scarcely  enough  to  pay  for  its  collection. 


24 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Water  Supplies 

The  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  is  the  authority  which  is  in 
charge  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  whole  district.  The  chief  supplies 
for  the  Borough  are  as  follows  :  Harrington  Main  Supply,  which 
serves  Broselev,  Madely  and  Ironbridge,  the  two  wells  at  Much 
Wenlock  which  supply  the  town,  the  supply  at  Little  Wenlock  and 
the  two  wells  at  Homer. 

The  Harrington  Main  Supply  is  chlorinated  as  is  also  the  supply 
from  the  two  wells  at  Much  Wenlock,  but  the  other  supplies  are  not 
treated  by  chlorination.  As  regards  the  purity  of  the  supplies  the 
following  are  the  results  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  : — 


Supply 

Number  of  Samples 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Non-Satis- 

t 

Harrington  Main 

15 

15 

factory 

Much  Wenlock  (2) 

24 

24 

— 

Little  Wenlock. .. 

3 

2 

1 

Homer  (2) 

2 

2 

— 

Other  sources  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  ... 

46 

43 

3 

No  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination  during 
the  year  as  this  is  only  required  in  the  case  of  a  new  supply  or  where 
there  is  some  suspicion  of  pollution  other  than  animal  or  human 
in  origin. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  at  Madeley,  Broselev, 
or  Much  Wenlock.  At  Jackfield  some  trouble  was  experienced 
owing  to  ground  subsidence,  but  a  temporary  pipe  line  has  been 
laid  above  ground.  No  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  a 
piped  supply  at  Preens  Eddy  or  at  Homer.  A  scheme  for  supplying 
Homer  with  a  piped  supply  was  submitted  to  the  Board,  but  was 
not  proceeded  with  on  account  of  the  cost. 

At  Little  Wenlock  water  had  to  be  carted  as  the  supply  there 
is  not  sufficient.  An  adequate  and  pure  supply  of  water  is  needed 
for  this  village,  as  the  demand  for  water,  as  elsewhere,  is  increasing. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  during  the  year  new  sewers  have  been 
constructed  on  the  Beech  Road  Site,  Ironbridge,  the  Church  Street 
Site,  Madeley,  and  on  the  King  Street  Site,  Broseley,  to  take  the 
sewage  from  the  Council  Houses  on  these  new  sites.  No  other 
sewer  extensions  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

A  new  disposal  works  of  a  temporary  nature  is  under  con¬ 
struction  to  deal  with  the  effluent  from  the  proposed  houses  at 
King  Street,  Broseley,  and  extensions  are  contemplated  at  the 
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Ironbridge  Disposal  Works  to  deal  with  the  additional  sewage  from 
the  Beech  Road  Site.  This  latter  scheme  is  urgently  needed  if  the 
standard  of  purity  of  the  effluent  is  to  be  maintained. 

Samples  of  effluent  from  the  Broseley  and  Much  Wenlock 
Disposal  Works  were  taken  during  the  year.  In  both  cases  the 
amount  of  suspended  matter  was  higher  than  it  should  be  for  a 
satisfactory  effluent.  The  amount  of  solids  in  suspension  should 
not  exceed  three  parts  per  100,000,  but  in  the  case  of  the  effluent 
at  Much  Wenlock  it  was  21  parts  per  100,000,  and  at  Broseley 
it  was  12  parts  per  100,000.  Samples  of  the  streams  into  which 
these  two  effluents  are  discharged  were  also  taken  at  points  above 
and  below  the  place  where  the  effluents  enter  the  streams.  These 
samples  did  not  show  that  there  was  any  very  serious  pollution 
of  the  streams  in  question. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  Aqueduct  area 
has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  in  principle,  but  no  date  for  the 
commencement  of  the  work  has  as  yet  been  fixed.  The  Ministry 
have  also  approved  of  the  extension  to  the  Madeley  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  but  in  this  case  also  no  date  of  commencement  has  been 
fixed. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  in  the  more  populous 
parts  of  the  Borough  and  a  fortnightly  and  monthly  service  is 
given  in  the  more  rural  parts.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour.  Disposal  is  by  “  tipping,”  and  there  are  “  tips  ”  at  Much 
Wenlock,  Broseley  and  Ironbridge.  Tipping  at  the  Meadow  Pit 
Mound,  Madeley,  and  at  the  Lloyds,  Ironbridge,  has  been  dis¬ 
continued  and  the  refuse  from  the  Madeley  Ward  is  now  being 
tipped  at  Lincoln’s  Hill,  Ironbridge.  A  new  tip  will  soon  be  re¬ 
quired  at  Much  Wenlock  and  sites  have  been  investigated. 

The  Surveyor  states  that  the  rat  nuisance  at  the  tips  has  been 
greatly  lessened  since  the  Council  have  employed  their  own  man 
to  deal  with  rats.  There  is  now  little  or  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation 
at  the  tips.  Complaints  have  been  received  of  nuisance  from  flies 
at  the  Lincoln  Hill  tip,  but  this  is  being  dealt  with  by  covering 
the  refuse  with  sand  and  by  spraying  with  D.D.T.  One  of  the 
difficulties  in  carrying  out  controlled  tipping  is  that  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  get  a  sufficient  quantity  of  earth  or  sand  near  to  the  tip 
for  covering  the  refuse.  This  covering  of  refuse  should  be  carried 
out  within  72  hours  of  it  being  deposited. 

Salvage  Collection 

The  Council  have  not  resumed  the  collection  of  salvage  since 
the  war  owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommodation  for  the  sorting 
and  baling  of  paper,  etc.  It  is  proposed  to  acquire  a  new  depot  at 
Broseley,  and  it  will  then  be  possible  to  re-introduce  the  collection 
of  salvage. 
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Rodent  Control 

As  mentioned  last  year  the  Council  share  the  services  of  a  man 
to  deal  with  rats  in  their  area  with  the  Borough  of  Bridgnorth. 
The  employee  works  for  Wenlock  for  two-thirds  of  his  time  and  for 
Bridgnorth  during  the  remaining  third. 

During  the  year  some  60  private  houses  have  been  dealt  with, 
and  in  addition  there  are  contracts  with  various  firms  to  deal  with 
any  rat  infestation  on  their  premises.  The  Council’s  sewers, 
disposal  works  and  tips  are  also  periodically  dealt  with. 


Inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

.Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  565 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  42 

Over-crowding  reported  ...  ...  ...  22 

Over-crowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  W.Cs.  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with .  2 

Verminous  Houses  dealt  with  ...  ...  14 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Local  Authorities  enforce  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  of  the  Fac¬ 
tories  Acts  in  such  factories  where  no  power  is  employed,  and  in 
other  factories  Section  7,  dealing  with  suitable  and  sufficient 
sanitary  conveniences  is  enforced  by  them. 

The  District  Council  have  also  to  satisfy  themselves  that 
adequate  means  of  escape  in  the  event  of  fire  are  provided  in  all 
factories  where  more  than  20  persons  are  employed  or  where  more 
than  ten  persons  are  employed  above  the  ground  floor.  Certificates 
must  be  granted  to  the  firms  concerned. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1951  : — 


No.  on 

No.  of 

Written 

Defects 

Defects 

District 

Register  Inspect. 

Notices 

found  Remedied 

Atcham  R.D. 

...  81 

126 

12 

32 

31 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  25 

29 

3 

3 

3 

Church  Stretton 

...  20 

42 

1 

1 

1 

Clun  R.D. 

...  25 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Wenlock  M.B. 

...  87 

98 

3 

7 

7 

Totals  ... 

...  238 

304 

19 

43 

42 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

The  building  of  new  houses  is  still  an  urgent  necessity  in  all 
of  the  districts  as  the  demand  far  exceeds  the  present  supply  and 
this  seems  likely  to  continue  for  many  years.  If  the  population 
at  the  Census  in  1951  is  compared  with  that  in  1931  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  increase  over  the  twenty  year  period  is  slightly  under 
two  thousand  persons.  The  number  of  houses  built  since  1931  is 
more  than  enough  to  house  this  increase  of  population  as  at  an 
average  of  3.5  persons  to  a  house  it  would  only  take  600  houses 
to  house  2,000  persons. 

The  total  number  of  houses  built  in  the  five  districts  from  the 
end  of  the  War  to  the  end  of  December,  1950,  was  520  by  the  Councils 
and  124  by  private  enterprise,  making  a  total  of  644  houses  of  the 
permanent  type. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  there  are  other  causes  than  an 
increase  in  the  population  which  are  affecting  the  demand  for  houses. 
Among  such  causes  may  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  applicants  for 
a  better  type  of  house  than  the  old  country  cottage  with  few 
amenities,  or  it  may  be  that  the  distribution  of  the  population  in 
the  available  houses  is  uneven,  so  that  while  some  are  over-crowded 
others  are  occupied  by  only  one  or  two  persons,  whereas  in  older 
days  such  houses  were  inhabited  by  large  families.  Whatever 
the  causes  of  the  demand  the  fact  remains  that  we  still  have  long 
waiting  lists  in  every  district  and  only  by  intensive  building  can 
these  lists  be  reduced. 

The  repair  of  the  older  houses  is  delayed  by  the  greatly  increased 
cost  of  labour  and  of  all  materials,  etc.  Many  landlords  cannot 
afford  to  have  extensive  repairs  done  at  present  prices  and  with 
the  rents  of  so  many  houses  still  controlled.  We  are  undoubtedly 
witnessing  a  gradual  deterioration  of  many  of  the  older  houses  which 
will  sooner  or  later  become  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  “  improvement  grants  ”  made  available  under  the  Housing 
Acts  have  not  been  taken  advantage  of  for  the  same  reason,  i.e., 
the  cost  of  building  improvements. 

Most  Councils  have  found  it  necessary  to  increase  the  rents  of 
their  Council  Houses  during  the  last  year  or  two,  and  it  seems  likely 
that  private  owners  will  have  to  be  given  some  encouragement  by 
way  of  rent  increase  if  they  are  to  keep  their  property  in  a  fit 
state.  Otherwise  the  next  generation  will  receive  a  legacy  of  unfit 
houses. 

Particulars  of  the  progress  made  in  building  new  houses  in  the 
five  districts  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages,  together  with 
other  figures  dealing  with  housing.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  total  of 
118  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  In  addition 
there  were  13  houses  built  by  private  enterprise,  making  a  total  of 
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131  houses  made  available.  In  1950  a  total  of  137  permanent 
houses  (Council  and  private)  were  completed. 

No  complete  survey  of  housing  conditions  has  yet  been  carried 
out  in  any  of  the  five  districts  so  that  it  is  not  possible  to  know 
exactly  how  many  unfit  houses  there  are  or  how  many  need  major 
structural  repairs.  At  the  present  time  all  that  is  being  done  is  to 
get  owners  to  carry  out  any  essential  repairs  which  will  render  a 
house  habitable. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  district  ...  ...  ...  5,884 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  440 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  812 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  Ministry  (1952)  ...  ...  60 

Total  houses  completed  in  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  ...  19 

Private  houses  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


The  following  table  shows  the  sites  on  which  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted  in  1951,  the  sites  on  which  houses  were  under  construction 
as  at  31.12.51,  and  the  sites  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  build  houses 
in  1952  : — ■ 


Site 

Completed 

Under 

Construction 

To  be 
commenced 

Cross  Houses 

1951 

16 

at  31.12.51 

in  1952 

Longnor 

4 

2 

6 

Pontesburv  ... 

10 

4 

10 

Wallop 

4 

_ 

(bungalows) 

Atcham 

— 

12 

— 

Buildwas 

— 

20 

12 

Pulverbatch 

— 

8 

— 

Condover 

— 

26 

— 

Cruckton 

— 

8 

— 

Ford 

— 

40 

— 

Bomere  Heath 

— 

— 

10 

Church  Preen 

— 

— 

6 

Minster  ley  ... 

— 

— 

10 

Totals 

34 

120 

54 

All  the  above  are  permanent  houses.  The  Inspector  reports 
that  nine  cases  of  over-crowding  were  abated  during  the  year. 
Four  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit.  Of  the  19  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  12  were 
approved  by  the  Council  and  5  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 
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The  number  of  applications  for  houses  shows  a  slight  increase 
from  last  year,  and  among  the  applicants  some  are  in  unfit  houses, 
others  are  living  in  over-crowded  conditions  or  have  no  house  of 
their  own.  The  re-housing  of  families  where  there  is  one  or  more 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  also  a  problem  which  is  difficult  to  solve 
as  many  of  these  families  are  too  poor  to  afford  the  rent  of  a  Council 
house.  If  such  a  family  do  pay  an  increased  rent  it  usually  means 
that  there  is  less  money  for  food.  This  results  in  lower  resistance 
to  the  disease  so  that  little  is  gained  in  the  long  run  from  re-housing 
the  families. 

The  Council  have  re-housed  some  of  the  families  living  in  unsatis¬ 
factory  hutments  during  the  year,  but  it  will  take  time  before  they 
can  all  be  re-housed.  Many  of  these  huts  are  damp  and  not  fit 
to  live  in.  The  expenditure  of  large  amounts  of  money  on  them  is 
not  recommended  as  this  might  only  help  to  make  them  permanent 
features,  which  is  not  to  be  desired. 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  417 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  improvement  grants  applied  for  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1951  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  * 

Number  of  houses  allotted  by  Ministry  ...  ...  ...  12 


*Note. — The  Council  have  decided  to  cancel  the  present  list 
of  applications  and  to  compile  a  new  list  this  year.  Last  year  there 
were  50  on  the  list. 


New  Houses 

No  Council  houses  or  houses  built  under  private  licence  were 
built  during  the  year.  The  Council  submitted  plans  for  new  houses 
but  these  were  not  approved  by  the  Ministry  owing  to  the  high 
cost.  The  Ministry  suggested  that  the  Council  should  build 
Gregory  Houses  or  Flats,  but  the  Architect  has  proposed  that  some 
alterations  in  the  plans  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  reducing 
the  cost  per  house  and  that  the  amended  plans  should  be  re-sub- 
mitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Over-crowding 

The  one  case  of  bad  over-crowding  reported  on  in  last  year’s 
Report  has  not  yet  been  abated. 

Building  Sites 

Several  people  have  been  desirous  of  building  their  own  houses, 
but  difficulties  have  been  met  with  in  the  obtaining  of  land  to  build 
on.  The  Council  have  agreed  for  a  spare  piece  of  land  adjoining 
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their  existing  housing  site  to  be  made  available  for  sale  to  private 
builders.  This  land  would  accommodate  5  or  6  houses.  This 
difficulty  in  obtaining  building  sites  has  been  met  with  in  other 
areas  also. 


Improvement  Grants 

Work  in  connection  with  the  grant  applied  for  last  year  has 
been  completed  and  a  further  application  has  been  received  during 
the  year.  This  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  awaits  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry. 


Unfit  Houses 

No  complete  ascertainment  of  unfit  houses  has  yet  been  made 
in  the  Borough.  Until  this  is  done  it  will  not  of  course  be  possible 
to  say  how  many  unfit  houses  there  are.  Under  present  conditions 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  carry  out  extensive  repairs  to 
houses  in  Categories  III  or  IV,  or  to  re-house  families  from  con¬ 
demned  houses — i.e.,  those  placed  in  Category  V.  At  present  only 
houses  which  are  in  a  dangerous  condition  can  be  demolished. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  ... 

Number  of  houses  allotted  for  1952 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1951  ... 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants 

Houses  under  construction  at  31.12.51 


799 

113 

103 

20 

4 

0 
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During  the  year  only  four  private  houses  were  completed  but 
no  Council  houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  three  private  houses 
and  36  Council  houses  were  under  course  of  construction.  The  site 
of  the  latter  was  at  the  Prossers  Yard  site. 

A  total  of  20  houses  have  been  allotted  for  the  year  1952,  and 
of  these  the  Council  have  decided  to  give  10  licences  for  private 
building. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  no  cases  of  over-crowding  have  been 
brought  to  his  notice  during  the  year,  but  there  have  been  various 
complaints  of  dampness  in  houses,  etc.,  and  in  every  case  the  owner 
has  been  requested  to  have  the  necessary  repairs  carried  out. 

The  building  of  the  eight  houses  in  All  Stretton  is  still  held  up 
because  of  the  delay  in  getting  the  new  sewage  disposal  works. 
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Mr.  Jacks  reports  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  make  progress 
with  the  classification  of  houses  into  categories  and  if  this  is  to 
be  done  some  extra  staff  will  have  to  be  appointed  to  help  him  in 
this  work.  The  number  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  in  the  district 
is  small,  but  exact  figures  cannot  be  given  until  a  comprehensive 
survey  of  the  lower  rated  houses  is  made. 

No  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  received  during 
the  year.  The  cost  of  labour  and  materials  are  so  great  that  land¬ 
lords  find  it  impossible  to  afford  extensive  improvements  to  their 
property. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at  31.12.52  ...  ...  ...  2,990 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  182 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  220 

Houses  allotted  for  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  improvement  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  houses  built  in  1951  (2  private)  ...  ...  ...  20 


The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  Council  houses  were  built 
during  1951,  or  on  which  houses  were  under  construction  as  at 
31.12.51,  or  on  which  it  is  intended  to  commence  building  in  1952  : — 


Site 


Marton 
Clungunford 
Clun  ... 

Clunbury 
Amblecote  ... 
Brockton  (Worthen) 
Lydham 
Chirbury 
Bucknell 


Under  To  be 

Completed  Construction  commenced 
1951  31.12.51  in  1952 

4  — 

4  -  — 

6  —  — 

4  —  — 

—  4 

_  12*  _ 

—  —  16 

—  —  12f 

—  —  12 


Totals 

Private  houses 


18  16  40 

2  6 


Note  :  *  These  are  Gregory  Flats. 

fEight  of  these  will  be  Gregory  Flats 
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Progress  as  regards  the  building  of  new  houses  in  the  district 
has  been  slow  during  the  year,  but  the  programme  for  1952  shows 
that  it  is  hoped  to  commence  40  house, s  distributed  as  follows  : 
Lydham  16,  Chirbury  12  and  Bucknell  12.  The  chief  difficulties 
which  have  been  met  with  by  the  Council  in  their  building  pro¬ 
gramme  have  been  connected  with  sites,  water  supplies,  sew'age 
disposal,  and  of  course  the  difficulties  of  getting  suitable  tenders 
for  small  numbers  of  houses  in  more  or  less  isolated  districts. 

The  Council  have  taken  over  the  huts  at  Wotherton  and  this 
will  provide  five  hutments  for  housing,  and  on  the  remainder  of 
the  site  it  is  planned  to  build  four  Council  houses.  Water  supply 
and  a  sewage  disposal  plant  are  available  on  this  site. 

At  Aston  Hall  the  Council  hope  to  make  10  housing  units  avail¬ 
able. 

One  Improvement  Grant  was  approved  during  the  year,  but 
work  has  not  yet  been  commenced  on  the  cottage  concerned.  The 
lack  of  applications  for  such  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
indicates  that  property  owners  cannot  afford  to  take  advantage 
of  these  grants  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repairs  and  the  low  rents 
charged. 

No  houses  have  been  re-conditioned  and  no  demolition  orders 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,367 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  834 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  661 

Houses  allotted  by  Ministry  for  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1951  ...  ...  ...  70 


Of  the  total  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  the  following  are 
the  figures  for  the  individual  Wards  : — 

Ward  Applications 

Madeley  ...  ...  ...  ...  340 

Much  Wenlock  ...  ...  ...  153 

Broseley  ...  ...  .  150 

Barrow  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


New  Houses 

A  total  of  66  Council  Houses  and  four  private  houses  were 
completed  during  the  year.  In  the  following  Table  the  sites  of 
the  Council  Houses  are  shewn  and  also  the  sites  of  the  houses  under 
construction  as  at  31.12.51,  and  of  those  houses  which  it  is  planned 
to  commence  in  1952  : — 
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Under  To  be 

Site  Completed  Construction  commenced 


Beech  Road  Madeley 

1951 

31.12.51 

1952 

8  flats 

Site  “  A  ”  . 

10 

4  flats 

2  houses 

Site  “  B  ”  . 

6 

44  houses 

Site  “  C  ”  . 

— 

10  houses 

20  houses 

Church  St.,  Madeley 

34 

— 

— 

New  Road,  Broseley 

16 

— 

28 

Benthall  ... 

St.  Marv’s  Road,  Much 

— 

— 

8 

Wenlock 

-  ' 

— 

12 

King  Street,  Broseley  ... 

— 

50 

12 

Totals 

66 

108 

90 

The  total  of  90  houses  to  be  commenced  in  1952  includes  10 
from  the  previous  year’s  allotment  in  addition  to  the  80  alloted 
for  1952. 

Since  the  year  1946  the  Council  have  built  348  houses  in  the 
Borough,  or  an  average  of  just  under  60  per  year.  The  demand  for 
new  houses  as  shown  by  the  number  of  applications  has  fallen  from 
805  to  661  in  the  same  period. 

The  increase  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  from  1931  to 
1951  was  only  994  persons,  so  that  the  demand  for  houses  cannot 
be  accounted  for  by  the  increase  of  population  alone. 

It  is  probable  that  many  families  are  dissatisfied  with  the  older 
type  of  house  they  live  in  and  which  lack  modern  amenities.  Seeing 
their  neighbours  living  in  more  modern  houses,  with  electricity, 
etc.,  such  families  naturally  want  to  change  into  a  new  Council  house. 
Another  factor  related  to  the  number  of  applications  may  be  that 
wages  have  increased  and  families  feel  able  to  pay  the  rents  for 
these  new  houses. 

Unfit  Houses 

The  total  number  of  unlit  houses  in  the  Borough  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained  and  until  a  survey  has  been  made  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  problem  to  be  dealt  with. 
During  the  year  some  of  the  very  worst  houses  (two  in  number) 
were  demolished.  Five  others  have  ben  condemned  but  the  families 
have  not  yet  been  re-housed. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report  the  Model  Bye-Laws  regarding 
the  sale,  wrapping  and  delivering  of  food  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Councils  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  powers  given  to  Inspectors 
under  these  byelaws  will  result  in  an  improvement  as  regards  the 
cleanliness  of  food-stuffs.  In  Circular  MF  20/51  the  Ministry  of 
Food  asked  Local  Authorities  to  have  notices  put  in  Food  Shops 
requesting  customers  not  to  bring  dogs  into  such  shops.  It  is  hoped 
that  all  shop-keepers  will  co-operate  in  trying  to  improve  the 
conditions  under  which  food  is  sold. 

Meat  Inspection 

All  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  food  is  still  carried  on 
at  Shrewsbury  and  Craven  Arms,  as  has  been  the  case  since  1940. 
The  Ministry  of  Food  are  at  present  building  a  few  central  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  England,  but  any  building  of  a  large  number  of  these  is 
hardly  possible  at  present.  Examination  of  all  carcases  is  carried 
out  by  qualified  meat  inspectors  at  Shrewsbury  and  at  Craven 
Arms.  No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  in  any  of  the  districts 
during  1951. 

Milk 

Reports  were  received  on  over  60  samples  of  milk  taken  during 
the  year.  In  cases  where  germs  capable  of  spreading  disease 
among  human  beings  were  found,  e.g.,  Tubercle  bacilli,  appropriate 
action  was  taken  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s 
officials  to  ensure  that  such  milk  was  pasteurised  before  sale  until 
the  herd  was  examined  and  any  diseased  cows  eliminated. 

Samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  also  taken  to  ensure  that 
pasteurisation  had  been  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
Any  samples  failing  in  the  tests  were  reported  on  to  the  County 
Health  Department,  which  is  now  responsible  for  pasteurising 
licences  and  plants. 

Pasteurising  licences  are  held  by  the  following  dairies  : — 
Hanwood  Dairies,  Ltd.  ...  Hanwood 
Hygienic  Dairy  ...  ...  Ironbridge 

No  outbreak  of  any  milk  borne  disease  was  reported  during 
the  year,  but  three  isolated  cases  of  Undulant  Fever  were  reported, 
one  each  in  Church  Stretton  U.D.,  Clun  R.D.,  and  in  Wenlock  M.B-. 
In  each  case  an  investigation  was  made  into  the  milk  supply  as 
this  disease  is  almost  always  spread  through  milk  in  this  country. 
The  only  way  to  insure  immunity  from  the  disease  is  to  have  all 
milk  pasteurised,  as  this  destroys  the  germ  which  causes  the  disease. 
The  germ  concerned  is  Brucella  abortus,  which  is  widespread 
among  dairy  herds. 
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Ice  Cream 

The  inspection  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold  has  been 
continued  during  the  year  and  a  total  of  215  samples  were  reported 
on.  The  results  show  that  96%  of  the  samples  fell  into  Grades  I 
or  II,  and  only  two  samples  were  in  Grade  IV.  This  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  results  in  the  previous  year.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  taking  of  samples  regularly  has  done  much  to  encourage 
ice  cream  dealers  to  produce  and  sell  cleaner  ice  cream.  During 
the  year  no  case  of  illness  was  traced  to  the  consumption  of  ice 
cream. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  samples  taken  in  each 
district  and  the  results  obtained. 


Areas 

Total  Number 

samples  I.  II. 

in  Grade 
III. 

IV. 

Percentage 
in  Grades 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

130  90 

35 

4 

1 

I  &  II 
96% 

Church  Stretton 

20  19 

— 

— 

1 

95% 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

65  59 

4 

2 

— 

97% 

Totals 

215  168 

39 

6 

2 

96% 

One  of  the  most  important  ways  in  which  a  food  like  ice  cream 
can  spread  disease  is  when  it  is  handled  by  an  employee  who  is  a 
“  carrier  ”  of  a  disease  like  Typhoid  or  Para-typhoid.  The  person 
who  is  actually  suffering  from  such  a  disease  can  of  course  be 
isolated  and  thus  prevented  from  spreading  the  disease,  but  a 
“  carrier  ”  may  not  know  that  he  is  infectious.  Moreover,  he  may 
be  what  is  known  as  an  “  intermittent  carrier,”  and  such  cases  are 
very  difficult  indeed  to  discover.  No  one  who  is  known  to  have  had 
Typhoid,  etc.,  should  be  employed  in  preparing  food  or  handling 
it  unless  he  has  had  a  careful  medical  examination  to  exclude  the 
chance  of  his  being  a  “  carrier.” 


Food  Hygiene 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  Report  to  the  increase  through¬ 
out  the  country  of  outbreaks  of  Food-Poisoning  and  the  precautions 
to  be  taken  to  lessen  these. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  no  number  of  laws,  etc.,  can  be  of 
much  value  unless  the  people  generally  are  educated  in  these 
matters  and  a  Public  Opinion  is  formed  which  demands  clean  food. 
It  is  the  people  themselves  who  can  bring  about  improvements  by 
demanding  that  food  shops,  restaurants,  etc.,  which  they  patronise 
should  be  clean  in  every  way. 

The  training  of  employees  is  also  of  importance,  as  personal 
hygiene  is  of  the  utmost  value,  and  education  of  children  in  the 
home  and  at  school  is  also  necessary  if  we  are  to  progress  in  this 
matter  of  avoiding  epidemics  due  to  contaminated  food. 
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All  the  Councils  have  adopted  a  recommendation  of  the  Ministry 
■of  Food  to  have  notices  put  in  food  shops  asking  the  customers 
not  to  bring  dogs  into  the  shops.  Shop-keepers  have  co-operated 
by  their  willingness  to  exhibit  these  notices. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  not  much  likelihood  of  disease  being 
acquired  through  dogs  contaminating  food  stuffs,  but  we  must  have 
some  standard  of  cleanliness  with  regard  to  our  food  and  its  prepara¬ 
tion  and  serving,  etc.  Laws  and  regulations  on  the  matter  of  clean 
food  will  not  do  as  much  as  the  creation  of  a  public  demand  for  it. 
If  the  public  bought  food  only  at  shops  where  a  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  maintained  then  other  shops  would  soon  fall 
into  line.  It  is  a  comparatively  rare  occurrence  for  an  epidemic 
of  food  poisoning  to  originate  in  food  consumed  at  an  hotel  or  good 
class  restaurant,  as  the  proprietors  of  such  places  realise  fully  the 
damage  which  would  be  done  to  their  business  if  such  an  outbreak 
were  traced  to  their  hotel,  etc. 

During  the  past  year  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  reported 
in  any  of  the  South  West  Salop  Districts. 


Unsound  Food  Condemned 

The  Inspectors  report  that  the  following  amounts  of  food  stuffs 
were  condemned  and  destroyed  during  the  year.  In  nearly  every 
case  the  shopkeeper  concerned  has  drawn  the  Inspector’s  attention 
to  the  articles  of  food. 


Atcham  : 


Tinned  food,  various 

Tinned  meat 

Sugar  . *. 

Beef 

392  tins 
...  112  lbs. 

...  112  lbs. 

42  lbs. 

Bishop’s  Castle — 

Tinned  food-stuffs,  various 

• 

73  tins 

Church  Stretton — 

Tinned  food-stuffs 

Cheese 

Butter 

Bacon 

Beef 

726  tins 
...  6  lbs. 

48  lbs. 
26  lbs. 
13  lbs. 

Wenlock  M.B. — 

Tinned  food-stuffs 

Cooked  ham 

Fish  . 

224  tins 
43  tins 
84  lbs. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  a  total  of  1,149  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  and  of  this  number  there  were  729  cases  of  Measles  and  310 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

In  1949  the  notifications  numbered  820  and  in  1950  only  219 
notifications  were  received  as  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  were 
not  prevalent  that  year. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  any  of  the  districts  and 
the  immunisation  of  children  has  continued  at  the  schools  and 
welfare  centres  and  by  the  private  practitioners. 

There  was  one  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  notified  during  the 
year,  but  this  disease  was  not  so  prevalent  in  the  country  generally 
as  it  was  in  1950.  No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  reported  but 
there  were  24  cases  of  Dysentery,  all  of  which  were  of  a  mild  type. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  numbered  41,  which  is  about  an  average 
number  for  the  districts.  All  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type.  Gener¬ 
ally  speaking  the  incidence  of  the  infectious  diseases  is  low  as 
compared  with  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
sent  to  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  on  the  Registers 
as  at  31st  December,  1951.  At  present  the  Registers  are  being 
revised. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


Area 

...  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

...  44 

32 

48 

43 

92 

75 

Bishop’s  Castle. . . 

...  4 

2 

2 

2 

6 

4 

Church  Stretton 

...  7 

8 

8 

4 

15 

12 

Clun  R.D. 

...  20 

19 

19 

19 

39 

38 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

...  33 

13 

20 

30 

53 

43 

S.W.  Salop 

...  108 

74 

97 

98 

205 

172 
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New  Cases  Notified 

A  total  of  31  new'  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  this 
being  fifteen  less  than  in  1950.  The  decrease  has  been  in  the 
notifications  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases,  of  which  only  four  were 
notified. 


Area 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonarv 
M.  F. 

Total 

Atcham  R.D.  .. 

...  5 

8 

1 

1 

15 

Bishop’s  Castle.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Church  Stretton 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Clun  R.D. 

...  3 

3 

— 

— 

6 

Wenlock  M.B.  .. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

S.W.  Salop 

...  13 

14 

2 

2 

31 

The  average 

number  of  new 

cases 

over  the 

last 

10  years 

has  been  47  cases  per  year  and  it  is  therefore  encouraging  to  note 
the  drop  in  notifications. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates 

The  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  8  (7  pulmonary 
and  1  non-pulmonary).  In  1950  there  were  12  deaths,  all  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  was  0.160  per 
1,000,  which  is  less  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

(Pulmonary  D.R.  =  0.140.  Non-Puhnonary  D.R.  =  0.020). 
The  areas  in  which  the  deaths  took  place  were  as  follows  : — 

Atcham  R.D.  ...  ...  5  Pulmonary  &  1  Non-Pulmonary 

Clun  R.D.  ...  ...  1  Pulmonary 

Wenlock  M.B.  ...  ...  1  Pulmonary 


CANCER 

In  an  ageing  population  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  mortality 
from  Cancer  will  increase  as  it  is  primarily  a  disease  of  those  over 
middle  age.  During  the  last  fifty  years  the  expectation  of  life  in 
Britain  has  increased  from  50  to  68  years,  and  in  future  years  there 
will  be  a  much  larger  number  of  the  population  in  the  higher  age- 
groups. 

At  present  there  are  no  steps  which  can  be  taken  to  prevent 
Cancer,  as  our  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  it  is  slight.  It  is  known  that 
irritation  at  certain  sites  in  the  body  appears  to  hasten  its  develop¬ 
ment  at  these  sites,  but  this  is  probably  a  secondary  factor.  Lately 
it  has  been  suggested  that  smoking  may  be  the  cause  of  the  increase 
in  cancer  of  the  lung  and  the  results  obtained  by  different  observers 
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seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  something  in  this  opinion.  Non- 
smokers  rarely  if  ever  develop  cancer  of  the  lungs.  On  the  other 
hand  there  are  certain  types  of  physique  in  which  there  seems  to  be 
a  tendency  for  cancer  to  develop  and  it  may  be  that  smoking 
or  other  forms  of  local  irritation  may  only  hasten  its  development 
in  such  physical  types. 

One  step  which  can  be  taken  is  to  educate  the  people  to  seek 
medical  advice  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  as  in  early  operation 
lies  the  chief  hope  of  saving  or  prolonging  life.  In  one  State  in 
the  U.S.A.  mass  education  of  the  public  has  resulted  in  a  shortening 
of  the  period  between  symptoms  being  first  noticed  and  the  seeking 
of  medical  advice  from  6.2  months  in  1935  to  3.9  months  in  1948. 
A  difficulty  is  that  Cancer  is  often  painless  in  its  onset  and  if  there 
is  not  any  visible  tumour  the  patient  may  not  suspect  that  the 
disease  is  developing. 

Research  into  the  causation  of  the  disease  has  so  far  been  more 
or  less  confined  to  the  laboratory,  but  it  would  perhaps  be  a  good 
thing  if  more  attention  could  be  paid  to  the  distribution  of  the 
disease,  and  the  work,  living  conditions,  habits  and  family  history, 
etc.,  etc.,  of  those  who  suffer  from  it.  At  present  our  knowledge 
of  its  distribution  is  obtained  from  the  death  returns  only,  and  it 
might  be  a  good  thing  if  the  disease  were  made  notifiable.  In 
every  problem  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  when  trying  to  solve 
it  to  first  of  all  find  out  everything  one  can  about  it,  and  notification 
would  help  in  giving  us  more  exact  information  about  Cancer  and 
its  distribution. 

The  total  deaths  in  the  districts  numbered  100,  which  number 
is  21  more  than  in  1950.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  was  =  2.00. 


Cancer  Deaths  and  Death  Rates 


District 

Deaths 

Death  Rates 

Atcham  R.D. 

47 

2.20 

Bishop’s  Castle  ... 

3 

2.35 

Church  St retton  ... 

6 

2.30 

Clun  R.D. 

17 

1.74 

Wenlock  M.B. 

27 

1.81 

Totals  S.W.  Salop 

100 

2.00 

40 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1951 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  Deaths 

Atcham 

R.D. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

M.B. 

Church 

Stretton 

U.D. 

Clun 

R.D. 

Wenlock 

M.B. 

S.W. 

Salop 

Dis.  of  Heart  &  Circ. 
Vascular  lesions  of 

81 

8 

16 

66 

77 

248 

nervous  system  . . . 

47 

3 

9 

22 

27 

108 

Cancer 

47 

3 

6 

17 

27 

100 

Bronchitis  ... 

22 

3 

4 

10 

11 

50 

Influenza  ... 

13 

2 

2 

10 

8 

35 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

4 

4 

6 

22 

Accidents  ... 

13 

— 

— 

2 

6 

21 

Tuberculosis 

6 

— 

— 

i 

1 

8 

All  other  causes 

34 

2 

2 

29 

58 

125 

Totals  ... 

271 

21 

43 

161 

221 

717 

The  following  are  the  death  rates  from  the  above  diseases,  etc., 
for  the  districts  as  a  whole  : — 


Death  Rate  fromHeart  Disease,  etc.  ... 

,,  Vase.  Dis.  of  Nervous  System 
,,  Cancer 

,,  Bronchitis 

,,  Influenza 

,,  Pneumonia 

,,  Accidents 

,,  Tuberculosis 

,,  All  other  causes 


5.06  per  1,000 
2.20 
2.04 
1.02 
0.71 
0.44 
0.42 
0.16 
2.51 


As  compared  with  the  previous  year  (1950)  the  above  figures 
show  an  increase  of  deaths  from  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System,  Cancer,  Bronchitis  and  Influenza.  The  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  have  decreased. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1951 
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District 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

Bishop’s  Castle 

Church  Stretton 

Clun  R.D. 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

S.W.  Salop 

Incidence  rate 
per  1,000  of  pop.: 

S.W.  Salop  ... 

England  &  Wales 

per  1.000  total  births. 


